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1. General 


The Rulgarian railroads do not compare with the highly developed 
railrosd systems of the “festern and Central wuropean states. 

The sparseness of the population, the economic backwardness of 
the country, and the mountainous terrain of Bulgaria are the mea 
factors delaying the creation of a rniform, dense, and efficient 
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railroad syste vhich would meet modern requirerents. 


sunerous barren ond rugged nountain ranses difficult of access 
force the railronds ond hishways to follow the rivers and the 
various rows of basins. 


The structure of this spirse network of exclusively single-track 
lines is thercfore shaped by the tio easte- ost mountain barriers 
of the Ralkun ond 2thodope mountains, which rench elevations of 
more than 2,c¢C eters. The follovins thrce u-') transverse 
lines ov the country run parallel to these mountain ran-:es: 


a. The line to the important black Sea port of Varna, running 
alon. the nostheorn sloves of the Balken .ts und the Dsanutc valley , 
tolethor with its feeder Lines fro: Sofia and Vidin. 


The spurs brauchim; osf .ron this northorn transverse route to 
the Jenuube ports serve shippin: on this river ond tre?ffie with 
aunenia. Plucre -re no railroad brides (see para Je (4)). 


b. The laportent transit line rom ‘esturn  urove via sovla to 
Istanbil (the so-ecll.é@ balten and simplon uxpress) following 

vue Velley of the .nritsa Wiveer. Po spurs branch off southrnrd 
sr7Q.. this line. ~The vestern onc, originatine in gofie and running 
alon-: the valley ov the strunu tiver, is still norrow-cauce in 

the last section beYore the sreck border. ‘the eastern one, 
Sstendard~Sau't, ouds on Bulgsrinn territory not far from the oreek 
border. 


¢. The third yast- Jest line, which is to establish a direct con- 
nection betvcen the capital of the countr:; and Burgas, the second 
important Dlack sea port, is still under construction. The line 
wis almost coupleted in late 1949. The gep between Klissure and 
Dolno Lamarce, a stretch of -bpout 50 Kilometers, will nrobebly be 
closed durin; 1959. This will require extensive tunneling work in 
a difficult mountain region. 


Three lincs cro.s the palkan lite in a Neg Qirection, thus establish- 
in connections between the ge. trunk lines. <A fourth such line - 

is under construction; it was put into ovcrstion as fer as Trojan 
in ganucwry 1949. Its continuation to ki rlovo will recuire so:.e 

tine because of - nurber of long tunnels whieh will hsve to be 
built. he efficiency of these ules Connectious «nd thus their 

value in the econony of the country is adversely arfeeted bv Steep 
erades, narrow curves, onc nunerous momiade structures, | 
cnerally, standard Vuropean train. composed of lic axles and with 
loncth of O5¢ s..cters ceca Oocr..te only on the imrmortint transit 


lies; the obluce lines will tee only shorter trains. whe back- 

Verd stotus o. tLe railrosd st: tions wakes loading onsretions dif- 
ficult uc hinders a sooth fio or traffic. Tiny iilitery posts 

ere still -itlLout rail connections, 
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To these fnostors, chceracterizinz the deficiencies in the Rul- 
uerdian railroad system, iust be added a severe central puro~ 
pean clinate which leads to the formation of ice sand snot 
arifts in the nountainous parts of the country, and to floods 
adurting the melting ot the snow or after heavy rains in the 
Plains crossed by uncontrolled rivers. ‘he mountainous charge~ 
ter or the country makes rail operations more difficult and 
expensive. The maintenance of the railroad installations ag 
Well as the execution of repair and improvement work (steep 
erodes, narrow; curves, numerous tunnels and bridges is also 
complicated. im spite of these difficulties there has always 
been a definite desire for inprovement of the Bulgarian rail~ 
road net - an attitude which is reflected in numerous sizable 
results -nd in plans for future constructions. 

(ror Getolls sec pura 4). 


orgunizaution :nd Personnel 
SNL ARANDA LENT RCAC DNA EEC AEE TENE ITN tite NN ARE HENIINLLN NCA 


fhe nulgvrian railroads are state-ovmed. The rc. privite rail- 
rona Lines, which hnd existed in the country up to the cnd of 
orld “sr JI, vere notionalized in recent yecrs in accordsnee 

.dth the procedure pursued in people's democracies. vlc Woie- 
rectorate wunercl Lor juilronds ond Ports,* a depert:ent al the 
vdnistry o. Treffie, is the 2 ene; in cherce of rsilrocd opera= 
tions, w.sintenence sna inmroverncnt vork, and adninistretion. 

It executes its furetions through the three t:ilroad inspec= \ 
torates® in 3j0rla, Plovdiv, and Gorna Orekhovitsa. 


The entice railroad systen is sodelled sitter the der ian pattern 
clu is characterized by efficient suvervision, ood Ciscinline 
and . fine sense ov duty on the side oc the reailrond personnel , 
and by overull efficicncy, which is higher than the aversive stan~ 
dard prevailing in the palkans. The jovict influence, althoush 
not conspicuous, iakes itself felt ond is a considerable power. 


In late 1948 the railroad pers .nnel was composed as follows: 
491 officinis assigned to the Directorate General; 


5,862 engineers and rorkers assigned to the improvement 
and raintenance of lines; 

6 ,623 engineers and workers employed in railroad facto- 
ries and vorkshops; 


319 auxiliary personnel. 


,ithoush, as is natural under a Conmnunist regine, the leadin:: 
rallrood personnel were selected princsrily for party affilin- 
tions snd purty standing, the bulk of the Personnel owe thoir 
positions to their technic: ] training: and ability. ‘The techni- 
eal trainin; of prespective railrosd o.fleisis is therefore 
Given the west serious attention. 


aailroad lot 
&e The pulcaricn railroad systen had u length of 2,991 koa 


Standurd=gau ce ond 419 kn narrow-gauge in 1939. ‘The rail nete 
vork amounted to sbout 3,6.0 ku Standoardesauce ond 4560 itn 
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nearrovwe=gauce in early 1949. cf this mileage two-thirds hod a 
gause of 760 tai, the remiindcr 660 imi. The srall incrense in 
the nerrowegause trucksye is due to the fact that nev lines are 
Jenelully constructcd as Stundard-cuucse, spart vrom the fact 

that previous nharroW~Couce lines sre bein; converted to standards 
gaule. The nulsurian railroad lincs ore sin cle=tracked vor a 
Aowkilouotcr stroteh of the s0ftla-Voluyask line Section, tuhich 

is double trocied. As mentioned in Para 1, the three te) tronse 
verse routes, of which the tlird one is still under construction, 
and the our pm-3 lines (the vourth is not yet completed), forn 
the backbone of the nule@urian railroad system. (11 the other 
lines ure ox siinor importance «nd, with regard to their eapaci~ 
ties, do not compare vith western auropecan 22 lines. fhe rsil- 
ford net is rel: tively @ense around wolie, a feet which is due 

to the rapid srowth of the cupitel as well as to the extansive 
browm coal deposits in the district of osinoeePernii and the 
production of anthracite neur 3vozje. . 


b. The superstructure is lald on a pebble layer 3 meters wide 
ond So centimeters thick. This ballast, althoussh inferior to 
thet used in western countries, ig better than the sand ballost 
used in the other countries of the Balken Peninsula. 


Rails are generally laid on wooden tiles of 2.5 x 0.25 x 0.16 m. 
Iron ties have been used on the following line sections: 


gofle - pernik, 
30fla = Roman, ané 
g0fla =- belovo, 


Co Due to the sountuinous ch racter of the country the Bulga= 
rien reilrond lines nove nany tunnels, brides, fills, cuts, etc, 
there are approalinately &o tunnels and about 1,5CO bridges, 
mostly stcel structures, steep grades -nd narrow Curves make the 
use of lon; trains impossible ana cunsiderably reduce the capae 
city of the lines, wetendard tralns operste only on the large 
transit lines. compared \ith Other countries, the war dunce 

to Lulgerion reilroad lines end brides tas agriall and was repaired 
Shortly after the war, 


ad. In spite of an auple reservoir of unexploited tater pover, 
Gleetrified rulilror@ lines sve not yot avuilascle. whe five-year 
piai envisaves the electrifiecstion of only 1509 Klloneters, the 
Pirst priority beings given to the 90-kilometer stretch of the jofig- 
€Zdra line, which serves ss a feeder line to the northern ney 
transverse route; The overhend hetwori of this line has been under 
Construction since iny 1949, The construction of the required 
transtormer stctions -nd the other inst. ll-tions may be assunucd to 
be sompleted in 1950, 


6. order crossin: stations: 


08% OL the few border crousing lines serving transit traffic Into 
the neighboring countries are inefficient. 

{1} Bulgaria is connected with Yugoslavia by only one Single-track 
line, which is of uajor idportance as it is the ronte of the 
Sinpion and Malken szpresa which connects western furone and 
Istambul., The border stction is Tsaribrod. York on tre other Lines 
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pe ro oe oe 
into Yugoslaveiucedonia, which was oceuphed by Luleeria betveen 
1941 snd 1944, was started but discontinued - itor the vor due 


to the ehenced polities] situation sud the tension vetvecn 
these t.o states (sec pra 4 n). 


(2) There is only a narrow-gaule line (606 samy into Greece. 
on Greek territory this joins a stondsrd-geuce line vunnin? 
parallel to the \egeun coast. Buleearia, which had occupied 
this coastal area (Greek .2cedonia) curing orld var II, tried 
to improve this line es a through standard-geu je route. 


The politcal situation efter the war led to a suspension of 

this construction project. The standard-gouge line now ter- 
minates at the railroad station of "General Todorov* on Bul~ 
eorinan territory, the rest ef the line to the Greek frontier 
is still narrowepauge (sce para 4 k). 


“or the sauce reagon Vork wes also suspended on the continua 
tion of the line runnin: south from .omeilgred. This line, 
which wis to rezch the wegean coost, now terminates near Vod- 
kova, Bulgaria (see para 41). 


($) Dulguric is couneeted ith Turkey by an importunt transit 
line runriin,, from Jotia along the Joritsa valley. 4lthoush 
siucle-trac:. ib is of relatively jreut erficiency. svilengrad 
is the lieulsorrica berdcr station. 


(4) peith.s rail nor road brid jes snan the Danube River on 
the stretch of «bout 459 kilometers which fori.s the 2ulgosrian= 
quomnion fronticr, althoush nuuerous branch lines lead to the 
anube ports on .otn sides or the river. This condition re- 
guires the construction of one or mere rail brides, porti- 
eulorly in the interest of the joviets, to whom such bridves 
would be of varanount iuportsnce in the event of military ope- 


rutvions in the tylkaus. Necesscry plans were completed many years 


ago, but they have not yet materiallced beyond solemn promises, 


preparatery wmensures, -nd test borinss ot possible bridve sites. 


48 Guvins the poriod of the vweruan oceupation, these delnying 
tactics sre chierly pursued by the wuiuanians, who fenr that the 


ecnstruction of a bridse over the Drnubea vould unilaterally favor 


the pulgericn ports of Varna and Lurgas to the detrinent of 
their pleck ges port of conster7t*-, It is surprising that the 
wovicts heve not exerted more prezsure to gain their objective, 
but for the tine being political considerations seem to take 
precedence?t¢ftheir vital interest in better communications in 
that region. 


Po.sible sites Cor a Danube bridze are at: 


Vidin »~ Galafat 


Gicen = (porilecorabia}), sonovit (iikopol = Turnu Jacureie} 


wtistovy - wirmicea, and use © Giurgiu 


the latter naned site is the best suited of them all. At present 


roil operetions between Bulgaria and tuuinnuia are Lainteined: 


(ea) by uucauns of a reil ferry between Giurgiu ond use. Ferrying 
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operations which are maintaincd by the Bulgerian ferry 

~ofia (sec «annex 2), are wearisome and embarrassing. The 

boat has a loading surface of 65 x 15 m, is equipped wigh 

three tracks, and is propelled by tro Diesel enzines of 6°U Ep 
mith, It attains u speed of 15 kmph. “Jith a capacity of 

12 freisht cars ond one hour recuired for a round trip, inclu- 
ding loading and unloading operations, the ferry has a Gapaci~ 
ty of 4 or 5 trains per day in round=the-clock-operat ions, This 
corresponds to the performance agtually reached furin: the 
period of the German occupation. This crossing would represent 
& great and vulnerable bottleneck in the event of warlike ope= 
Fations in the palkans. 


ais 
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(ob) 4 second and direct rail connection betieon the two coun- 
tries exists alons the tlack jea coast. The pulgarian custo ns 
Station on this Line is HObric, but the line is operated by 

tae bulgers os far as Kardom in Rumania. The basic weakness 

Oo! this line lies in the foct that it is Single-tracked and 
thet oe brid.-c Systen several kilometers long was recuired to 
CPoss the swampy panube River banks between vetesti and cerna- 
Voda. 


rhe ferry conncetion established by the Gernans between vidin 
in Bulgeria and Culafat in tiiaiia, with a daily capacity of 

4 or trains, is no longer in opersution, Tle reason for its 
Suspension is unknown. rresuiauly, the Torry waa destroyed, 
during the war and + replacement is not avelilable. 


el ad 


Pestwar construction erojects: 


jz spite of the dit?ficnit terrain and the financial Plight of 

the country, every Bulgarian covernment, regerdiess of politica, 
hes spont Surprisingly large suns on the maintenance, improvement, 
and exp nsion of the Bulgarian railroad system. This tradition 
is continued by the present FPeopletyg Democracy with ea view o2 
bringine the foilroad systen up to the requirements of the ins 
tended grester industrialization of the country, ,part from 

the losses suffered by the rolling stock the Bulgarian raiiroad 
installations survived the wor fairly intact, so that the govern~ 
ment is able te concentrateits efforts on the improvement of 
existent and the construction of new railroad instollations. In 
many construction Projects the jovict influence is conspicuous, 
The way in which these projects ure executed, perticularly the 
"voluntary? perticipation of the youth and the entire Dopulation, 
4s fashioned ster the wovlct pattcrn. ‘The result is a continn~- 
OUS nedernization of the notional railroad Systen which, after a 
Successful execution of the envisared Live-yerr Plan, will pro- 
Dably have OVCPCOne its present veakness,. The sup oly of the 
required constuction Materials, such ag rails «nd bride Sections, 
Secns to be rusrentoed by imports fron Czechosloywisia ond from the 
30vict union, 


dn Retell, tac vollowin: postiiar construction projects ore elther 
completed, under construction, or are at least Planned: 
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{a) <‘akoceyo-3opot railroad line, (70 km) single-track, 
suropein=ceuce. Lhe line closes the previous ap in the 
iiddle (third) 2; transverse route, hich on the one hand 
is to establish the shortest connection betvecn sofia and 
purges und Varna, and on the other is to ease the strain 
on the tvo other =~; lines. The dirficult nd precipitous 
terrain of the bulkan nountains makcs the construction of 
this. line a difficult eanferprise. Four lon: tunnels are 
rpeyuired. That at -ognies 1s now undcr construction and 
will presunubly be the longest tunncl on the Balkans. ron 
the east, the linc had progressed as fnr as Klisura, 25 km 
weet of Sopot, by early cebrusry 1949; from the west the 
line hed reached polne xanerze, 15 kin east of wakocevo, by 
iste gente: ber 1949. The completion of the entire line \ili 
reculre considersble tine; it will eventually be of creat 
lsiportance for sovict transit traffic. 


(b) Lovec-Trojan railrocd line (36 kn), sin -le-track, guro- 
pean-cgaucze, a section of the projectod connection between 
Worth snd gouth pulsaria. The line was already under con= 
struction beticon 192% and 1934, but work was then discon- 
tinued und was resuned only after tho war. The line will gain 
recl inportance as a fourth N-S route only ofter the connec~ 
tion near Kerlove is established, ‘VThe attainment of this coh- 
jective is envisaged by the current fiveryear-plan. Already 
in the initial phase of construction, the crossing of the Bal~ 
Kan mountains confronted the railroad engineers with consider-- 
able difficulties. The tovec-Trojan section, on which sche= 
duled rail onerstions were started on 19 Januory 1949, has 

ig major bridges, 4 tunnels, the longest of which is 340 m long, 
and numerous hich reteining walls. Youth brigades and the ci- 
vilien population were esployed to 9 lerge extent for the con- 
struction of the line} 


4hu section as far as khorlovo which aveits conpletion ill pro« 
bably oifcur still greater terrain diificulties and reyuire 

even loner tunnels. {ts completion :my therevore be expe cted 
only in a nurnbcr of years. 


(¢) yratze-orjahova railroad line {1c0 ixni) 

Phis line, vhich is to establish a nore officient connect ion 

to the w.nuce port of orjahovo, is under construction as a JSinsle~ 
track suropean-gau:jo line. Its completion is scheduled Lor 1950. 


The project is to be executed in tuo stazes: 


(2) Construction of a line from Vratsa to Bjala slatina (50 km) , 
where it joins an existin: narrow=sauje line, 


{€} Conversion of the existing Bjala slntina 760 mm gaase 


nat 


line to Luropeun-geu:e (50 kn). 
Te may be expected th-t -fter completion of this project the 


renninin: narrowe-gauce Bjala slatina-Cerven Brjag line will 
aiso be conxerted to Zurepesn gouse, 


i ee | ae 
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Phis linc ig of priunrily economic inportance, 


{d) verven ur jag~-stavertse-Loril reilroad line {70 km) 5 

aA sin le-trock Luropenneguuve line, una.T construction singe 
the gordin.: of 1945. Jt runs vlon; the JIsker valley to the 
Danube River «né is scheduled to estublicn a nev connection 
with shinjin; on the Uonube iver. pothing is knomm on the 
scheduled Gute of completion. This linc say g.in special 
inportance in connection with the possible construction of 
a rail bride nenr Gigen (Boril~CGorabia) {soo para 3 e(4}) 


gomovit-Nikopol railrood line (10 km), the extension of aa 
existin; sinzle-track European-gauge line along the Danube 
aiver to the important inland harbor of Nikopol. The line 
was conpleted shortly after the war. 


(e} samuli-silistra railroad line (115 km), under construc~ 
tion 28 2 single-track puropean-gause line to the easterhost 
pulesrion Lanube port of Silistra, which still is without 
reil connecsion. The jamil<Isperih section (40 km) was 
completed in mid-uy 1949. The total line, which runs visa 
pulovo, is scheduled to be completed in 1950. It opens up 

a district poor in railroad lines und is of prdmarily eco 
nouiie inporsance. 


(fy Pleven-Jewee railroad line (46 kn), a projected 

Sin le=trre: uuronean-gau e¢ line. {he construction vork 
hus not vet started, “his line would be of importance in 
connection with the project wentioned under (b} above as an 
extenued TJ-; connection. 


({c} Leskovets~-Slataritsa railroad line (10 knj, the exten= 
gion of an oxistin,; sin le-track Wuropean-geuce line. Jt was 
constructed Ly “youth brisj.des® snd completed in VJeptember 
1949, It is of :only loesl importance ior the Gorna Orekho~- 
vitsa district. 


(hy gofia-yovoseltsi railroud line (2¢ km). This project 
envisnses the construction of a second track, required to sase 
the traffic burden on the much used transit line in the crea 
ol 30Pia, 


ao for the Sofia-yolujek seetion of this line, a stretch of 
lO km, has been the only couble-track line section in Bulgaria. 


(i) Pornik»Volujak railroad Line (52 km), a single-track 
suropean-gauge line which has been in operation since early 
1949 servin: purely industrial purposes. In the Summer of 1949, 
this section was taken over by the Bulgarian State Railways. 

It establishes a rail connection with the importent conl mines 
southwest of gofia and at the gane time if relieves the strain. 
on the soris=-bernik railroad line. Due to mountainous terri- 
sory it required the construction of 38 bridces ond three tun= 
nels one ifiometer long each, 2 fuct which considerably re- 
duces the trnin density pessible on this lings. 


{J} Dupnitea-tina Lovov vol ruilro.d line (SU km), conversion 
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of the previous GLU cai Gause line to juropean-gaucge. The 
project ts completed by the gumser of 1949. The line 

is o. eeonomie importance vor the coul iidnes sround Popov 
pol. - 


(k} sisdtli-hrupnike-vcncral stodoroy railroad line (G60 kn). 
uberted in 1948, this liac, runnin) Trois gotia to jreece, 
norrovecgeuce (600 am) <ron einitli onward, was converted 

to guropean gau;c. Zhe project is completed as fur as the 
peilroud station of Gener 1 Todorev. ‘hen Bulgaria during 
World Jor TI, oceupicd sreck cneedonia, it was planned to 
extend the uurepe.n > ule line until it reached the wsuro=- 
peune-gauge  egean corstal line nenr Valovista. the preieet 
Vag @iscontinued because of the eluuigeda territorivzal condi- 
tions after the wir vad the politicsl tcnsion between Bul- 
varia ond Greece. Thus the section of the line from Gemanl 
Todoroy to the Greek border has remained narrovegauye. Yor 
this reason there is still no iuropean gauze line fro.. qe 
mania and Bulgaria to the ,egean 3ea except a single-track 
line running along the furkish-creek frontier via Edirne 
(,drianople) - Pityon = Vede .gach. 


(1)  *omellerad-podkova railroad line (18 km), the exten= 
gion of an existent s.uropean-gause line running south toward 
the Ureek border. It was begun during the last war and is 
now completed as far as Podkova, The plai to continue it 
to nalinkovo, in Greece, where it would have joined the 
hazean coastal line, has been discarded for the sane ro:.con 
as project (k} above. In its present form, the incomplete 
jine does not have the desired importance as a feeder line 
to the tece;n gea. ‘ilitarily, it is, however, of value as 
4 border svur in the district of the ?hodope its, which is 
poor in railroad facilities. 


{u) Vansko-Dobriniste rallrond line (10 ku}, extension of an 
existent 76 6 «ma gaouce linc, completed in late 1947. ‘he 
eontinuation of this narreovecouse line is seheduled to rur 
olen; the wcsta vulley toward the Greek border as fsr as 
Vevrokop. ‘thu lire is of eyual military cnd cconoriie inper~ 
tence in the western zhodose district. Jt is also pinned to 
join this line between Lanske ond ginitli to the network of 
standrrd<cause lines in the vestern part of the country. This 
project has not prosregsed beyond the planniny staze. 


{n} Plens sor the construction of tivo nev Stand:rd sauce 
Pailrvo:d lines into Yusoslav ci.ecdonin, which durin; the war 
vias occupied by bulscria, have been discarded due te the 
chanced situation after the war and the political tension 
between the tvo Beishboring states, particularly after 1948, 
The projects concerned were 


{i} The GjJuesevo-kumanovo ~ (skoplje} and the 
(25 Gorna Dzuneafja-Kocani ~ (Veles) railroad lines. 


Preparations for this project were under way durins “orld ‘ar IY. 
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phe two lines would have created additional urgently nevded 
connections between the Bulgarian railroad net ord the Yager 
slay trunk line. The realization of this project will ke un 
feasible as long:as the Tito~Cominform conflict continues. 
stock 


yocouotives end Rollin 


a. a this field, pubgaria suffered major losses in the first 
two postwar years. Under the pretext of confiscating railroad 
equipnent left by the Gersians, the 3goviets in 1945/46 withdrew 
many Bulgarian locomotives ond freight cars from the country » 
This ereated a bottleneck which it will be.>+Mpossible to al im 
rlinate for years. 


3tocks available in late 19483 


Locomotives, puropean gauge, 551, including: 

43 fast loconotives, 

163 passenger locomotives, 

133 freight locomotives, 

the remainder are small tank~locomotives. 

115 narrow-gauge locomotives with gauges of 600 and 760 mm, 


Railroad cars: 


5,780 open freight cars of various types, 
4,064 box freight cars, 

469 passenger cars, 

219 baggage and service cars, 


The shortaze of freight cars caus.d considcrable aiffieulties 
in 1948, when the harvest products had to be shipped} Accor- 
din; to an announcez.ent by the jtate zalilways, the car situ- 
ation in 1949, sostly due to organizational reforms sand not to 
increases of stock, improved to such an extent that adequate 
freicht spuce could be made available. 


b. ‘ith regard to these diificulties, the current Jive-year 
plan, terminating in 1953, envisajcs tic procurement of: 


87 locomotives, includin; 35 electric loconotives 
120 passenger cors, 
3,250 freicsht cars of all types 
27 voter rail cars, and 
30 coaches to be attachcd to motor rail cars. 


gome of them are to be built domestically, some are to be im- 
ported, chiefly from Gzechoslovakia. 


Cc. Railroad industry: 

In late 1948 the first Bulgarian locomotive was built st a cost 
of 15 million teva in the newly constructed "Georgi Dimitrorr”® 
Tecomotive and qailroad cnr Pactory in jafie, Thus the foun- 
dation for a national railroad industry was laid. 


The construction of 1g additional locomotives was begun in 1949. 
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fhe following state-owned installations sare available for 
new construction and repadr work: 


Locomotive Repair Shop in Sofie, 

[ocomotive Repair shop in Ruse, 

"“gdrevina" Rallroad car Factory in Drenovo, 

"xarelvag,.“ a former Bulgarian Shareholding company for 
building ships, locomotives, and railroad cars, in varna, 
railroad car repair shop in purgas, and 

#3 snail repair shops in various towns, the most important 

of then being located in Pleven, Pladiv, and Gorna Orekhovitsa. 


wilitary yolnerability of the Bulgarian Railroad Net 

Sovict transit traffic and intra~Bulgarian rail operations 
¢an be effectively interrupted since the netvork of Bulgerian 
rallroad lines is so loosely woven thst therc are almost no 
rerouting facilities in case a given line should be blocked. 
a, Disruption of transit Shipping: 


Thue small nu:ber of rail erossings into neighborin: states 
peruits a sustained interruption of rail traffic through Bul- 


'Geria. Of the g-! transit routes, the importeut line from 


yugeslavia to Turkey can easily be elizinated for @ considere 
able tine, since it is single-tracx and rerouting facilities 
ave not available. ‘ir attacks asainst the sofia rail june~ 
tion and against both tie line «and the brides sround Tsari~« 
brod, the yugoslav~Bulesrion border stution, would block the 
ouly connection with yugoslavia. ; 


jm. its eastern section, this Single-track line can be inter= 
rupted most efféctively near the Greek-Turkigh border by the 
destruction of the Maritsa bridge near Pityon (sce attached 
photograph, annex 3) and of the irda bridge west of Edirne, 
Rerouting facilities do not exist there. 


RS transit operations can best be interrupted as follows; 


ic Greece by air attacks against the railroad station of 
Generel Todoroy, which is of outstanding importance as the 
transloading point from. furopean to narrow gauge on the only 
tail connection to the south. 


Fo ater le either by the sinking of the rail ferry operat ing 
etween guse and Giurgiu or by the iilning of this section of 
the Danube river. The second direct und Sinvzle-track rail con= 
nection leads over a bridge systen several kilometers long be~ 
tvsen Petesti and Cernavoda in Ruiuania, The bridges can be 
destroyed with long-lasting effect either fron the «ir or by 
pactisans. 


be paralyzing intra~Bulgarian rail operations: 

The sparsenessa of the exclusively single-track roilroad not 
hardiy allowa any rerouting: possibilities in case of interrup=- 
tion of the most iuportant lines. The lines have many orid= 
ges, often locested in rousch and rugged nountain areas with al~ 
nowt no Ponds, ond for this reason difficult to repair. Their 
demolition is bound to have a long-lasting effect. If attacks 
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against the important rail bridses are combined with con- 
sinuous cir attacks against the few but decisive railroad 
junctions of yofia, wezdra, Plovdiv, Gorna Orekhovitsa, 
Sindel, and yarnobat, the pulgarian railroad system can be 
offectively paralyzed. 


 Annexess (1) wep of the Bulgarien tnilroad Net, Status 
te eer of pecenber 1949 


(2) Pphotosreph of the rail erry "sofia." 
Operating between Ruse and Giurgiu. 


(3) photograph of the Bridge over the .aritsa 
River near pityon (Turkish border), 
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